
THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
THE BAPTISM OF ROBIN DODGE 

August 23, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 

Please stand if you are able during the portions indicated by a +. The congregation is invited to say the words 
in bold and to sing along to the music printed in the bulletin.  

Please be aware that we live-stream our services on Facebook and your image may appear in the video. If you 
do not want your image to appear, please speak to an usher. 

If you need to borrow a chair or blanket or need some hand sanitizer, sunblock, toys, or a first-aid kit,  
please find the welcome area near the front. If you need a key to our bathroom, please speak to an usher.  

GATHERING 

Welcome 

+ Opening Hymn “We Know That Christ Is Raised”  

+ Acclamation and Baptismal Sentences 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
There is one Body and one Spirit; 
There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
One God and Father of all. 

+ Collect of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, 
may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
A Neighborhood Church with a Worldwide Community 

Words: John Brownlow Geyer (1932–
2020). Music: Engelberg, Charles Villiers 

Stanford (1852–1924). All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under OneLicense #A-709211. 

The Hymnal 1982 #296. 



WORD  Please be seated. 

First Lesson Exodus 1:8–2:10 

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the 
Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly 
with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us 
and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with 
forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they 
were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the 
Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their 
lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were 
ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the 
other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, 
if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not 
do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt 
summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to 
live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian 
women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God dealt 
well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because the 
midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every 
boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.” 

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived 
and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she 
could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and 
pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister 
stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside 
the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened 
it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of the 
Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you 
a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 
“Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this 
child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and 
nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as 
her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”Hear what the 
Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 124  (please remain seated) 

If the LORD had not been on our side, * 
       let Israel now say; 
If the LORD had not been on our side, * 
       when enemies rose up against us;  [Refrain] 

Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
       in their fierce anger toward us; 
Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
       and the torrent gone over us;  [Refrain] 

The Psalms are prayers and 

songs to God from ancient 

Jewish worship that speak so 

powerfully to the human 

condition that they were 

incorporated into the Bible. 

Sometimes, they lift up voices 

of joyful praise. Other times, 

they speak from the places of 

deepest lament and sorrow.  



Then would the raging waters * 
       have gone right over us. 
Blessed be the LORD! * 
       he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.  [Refrain] 

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
       the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
Our help is in the Name of the LORD, * 
       the maker of heaven and earth.  [Refrain]  

Second Lesson Romans 12:1–8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, 
in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

+ Gospel Acclamation  

+ Gospel Reading Matthew 16:13–20 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and 
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon  The Rev. Christopher Rogers 
 followed by silence 

Text and tune: Traditional Muscogee Indian, transcribed by Charles W. Webb,  
© 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-709211.  



 SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Candidate: Robin Juliann Grave Dodge (born March 24, 2026) 
Parents: Adam Dodge and Martha Grave 
Godparents: Alissa Tousignant and Shelby Yohnke 

Presentation of the Candidate (parents and godparents say italicized text; congregation says bold text) 

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
We present Robin Juliann Grave Dodge to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith 
and life? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
I do. 

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
I do. 

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
I do. 

The congregation is invited to stand. 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support Robin in her life in Christ? 
We will. 

+ The Baptismal Covenant 

Let us join with Robin and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 



Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God’s help. 

+ Prayers for the Candidate  

Let us now pray for Robin, who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.  

Deliver Robin, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

Open her heart to your grace and truth.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer.  

Send her into the world in witness to your love.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Presider: Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may 
live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and 
reigns now and for ever. Amen. 

Thanksgiving over the Water  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt 
into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by 
the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from 
the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By 
it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful 
obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing 
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are 
cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our 
Savior.  

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Baptism  

Robin Juliann Grave, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 



Robin, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed 
upon Robin the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain 
her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage 
to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder 
in all your works. Amen. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

Gift of the Baptismal Candle 

Robin, let your light so shine before all people that they see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 

Asperges 

Remember your baptism. 

+ Peace 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 

TABLE  
+ Offertory  

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.  

“O Jesus, Crowned With All Renown” 

+ Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 



God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the stewards of creation. But we turned against you, and 
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

+ Sanctus and benedictus 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to 
his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,  
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Leah 
and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in 
the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and 
not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion 
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. Amen. 

Setting: Land of Rest, 
American folk 

melody, arr. Marcia 
Pruner. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted 
under OneLi-
cense.net #A-

709211.  



+ The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, in the language of our hearts we pray:  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

+ The Breaking of the Bread 

+ Fraction Anthem (spoken) 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

+ Invitation to Communion 

The table of bread and wine is now made ready. It is the table of company with Jesus and all 
those who love him. So come to this table you who have much faith, and you who would like to 
have more. You who have been to this sacrament often and you who have not been in a long 
time. You who have tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed. Come, it is Christ who invites 
us to meet Him here. 

Communion 

All are welcome at Christ’s table, without exception.  
Please stay in your place; the communion ministers will bring communion to you.  

We offer bread broken from a common loaf and wine from a common cup. The church teaches that you have received 
fully if you only receive the bread. If you choose to receive the wine, you are encouraged to drink directly from the 
common cup rather than to dip. There are also individually-wrapped gluten-free wafers and a pewter chalice 

reserved for gluten-free. Please indicate to the clergy if you would prefer this option. 

If you do not wish to receive bread and wine, but would like a blessing, please cross your hands over your chest. 

Hymns During Communion “How Lovely Is Thy Dwellingplace”  

 “O Spirit of Life”  



+ Postcommunion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Announcements 

SENDING 
+ Sending of Eucharistic Visitors (when requested) 

N., in the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that N., to whom 
you go, may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.  

+ Blessing 

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

+ Closing Hymn “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”  

After we experience this foretaste 

of God’s great heavenly banquet, to 

which people from every tribe and 

nation are invited, we are sent 

forward into the world to 

participate in God’s healing of all 

creation. When the liturgy ends, 

our lives of service and worship 

continue beyond these doors, shaped 

by how God has met us here.  



+ The Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve our God.  
Thanks be to God.  

Following the service, please enjoy a slice of cake in honor of Robin’s baptism. 

If you are new to St. Matthew’s and would like to learn more about our church, you are invited to come  
forward immediately after the service for a seven-minute welcome led by Judy Johnson. 

If you would like the prayer team to pray for you, another person or family, or a local or global situation,  
please come forward following the service for Healing Prayer with Dan Johnson. 

Scripture readings next week (The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost): 
Exodus 3:1–15; Psalm 105:1–6, 23–26, 45c; Romans 12:9–21; Matthew 16:21–28  

 

Announcements 

Faith Formation 
During the academic year, St. Matthew’s offers faith formation for all ages. For more information on Sunday 
School or youth group, please contact Mia Millares at kids@stmatthewsmn.org. For more information on 
the Faith Forum, please contact Christopher Rogers at rector@stmatthewsmn.org. For more information 
on the Sunday Morning Book Group, please contact Linda López at lindablopez@gmail.com. 

Rector Absence 
Christopher is back but will be going away again this Saturday, August 29. Evening Prayer will resume 
today and Tuesday through Thursday, but then be on hiatus until Sunday, September 13. There will be no 
Said Eucharist in the chapel next Sunday, August 30. Wednesday Noonday Eucharist and Open Church 
remain on hiatus until Wednesday, September 2. In case of a pastoral emergency while Christopher is away, 
please contact Dave McEachron at 612-816-7100.  

Loaves and Fishes 
We are serving at Loaves and Fishes this afternoon! If you  have any questions, please contact this month’s 
coordinator Christopher Sibilia at 763-571-7222. 

Indoor Worship 
Our final session of outdoor worship for the summer season will be on Sunday, September 6. We invite all 
who would like to see our church to join Gwen Odney after the service next Sunday, August 30, to visit the 
sanctuary and ask any questions about indoor worship, which will begin on Sunday, September 13.  

Prayer list 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Church of the Province of West Africa. 

ECMN Intercessory Calendar: For the month of August, please pray for all hospital chaplaincies, 
counseling chaplaincies and Spiritual Directors throughout ECMN. Pray for your faith community nurses, 
health ministers and all those who minister to the sick. 

Prayers: Kate, Colleen, Cristian, Kathy, Greg, Kudzu and Eline, Richard and Paul, Ron, Clara, Elizabeth, 
Wayne, Dixie, Nancy, Linda, Elizabeth and family, Peter, David and Mary, Mary, Karen, Elizabeth, 
Cynthia, Mark, Judy, Kathy, the Crowe family, James and Barbara, Tom and Elaine, Ruth, Gail. 

Deceased: (recent) Ellen, sister of Kathy Henderson; Martha Chaewanda, grandmother of Eline Moyo; 
Annette Kiehne, mother of Paul Kiehne; Veronica Morgan; Edgar Bartley, friend of Valerie Matthews; and 
Andrew Granchalek, friend of Dave McEachron; (Parish history) Sussane Stillman Morton, Lawrence 
Niseller, Frances Fox, David Briggs, Solomon McAlpine, George Lindsey McKewin, Allan Loomis. 



Your generous contributions make the ministries of our church possible. If you are a 
person for whom St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church provides a spiritual home or res-
pite, a place to gather, pray, and seek God, we hope you will make a contribution to 

sustain our shared life of faith. To give securely and easily online, scan this QR code. 
You may also place cash or checks in the basket during the offertory. 

Spiritual Practice for the Season after Pentecost: Breathing the Holy Spirit 

Our spiritual practice for this period follows Jesus’s breathing the Holy Spirit on His disciples in John’s 
version of Pentecost. Christians have always associated God’s breath, or ruach, which God breathes over 

the waters of creation in Genesis, with the Holy Spirit, and breath is also central to all of our spiritual and 
emotional lives: our breathing quickens when we are nervous or excited, or becomes slower and deeper, 

and more from the stomach, when we are calm.  

And so, for our spiritual practice this season, simply breath in deeply, from the stomach, and imagine 
yourself breathing in God’s love for you and for the world; then breath out fully, breathing out everything 

which is separating you from God and your neighbor. Simply repeat this for as long as you have. 

You may either want to make this open-ended, or set a stopwatch for a particular time so that you don’t 
keep checking how long you’ve done. As you relax into this, notice your posture, how your feet are sitting 

on the floor and your shoulders, and adjust to remove any tension. 

—The Rev. Christopher Rogers 

Congregational Calendar 
Sunday, August 23  The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

• 9:00 am  Said Eucharist (chapel) 
• 10:30 am  Holy Eucharist with baptism of Robin Dodge,  

Rev. Christopher Rogers preaching (College Park) 
• 11:45 am  Coffee Hour with cake (College Park) 
• 2:00 pm  Loaves and Fishes prep (St. Paul Opportunity Center) 
• 4:00 pm  Loaves and Fishes serving (St. Paul Opportunity Center) 
• 5:00 pm  Evening prayer (narthex) 

Tuesday, August 25 
• 5:00 pm  Evening prayer (narthex) 

Wednesday, August 26 
• 5:00 pm  Evening prayer (narthex) 

Thursday, August 27 
• 5:00 pm  Evening prayer (narthex) 

Saturday, August 29 
• 9:30 am  Centering Prayer (library) 
• 4:00 pm  Serve dinner at Project Home (Bandana Square) 

Sunday, August 30  The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
• 10:30 am  Holy Eucharist, Judy Johnson preaching (College Park) 
• 11:45 am  Visit to church sanctuary (gather on church lawn) 
• 12:00 noon  Crafting and Fellowship (library) 

All weekdays 
• 8:00 am  Daily Morning Prayer (Zoom) 

For more information about any of these offerings or the Zoom links,  
please email office@stmatthewsmn.org. 
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